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St. Francis Xavier Rectory, (Old Bohemia Church Rectory)

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)
[1. NAME
C OMMOMN:

St. Francis Xavier Church and Rectory
AND/GR HISTORIC:

01ld Bohemia
{2. LOCATION.

STREET AND NUMBER:

North end of Church Road two miles north of Md, BQute 299

INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Warwick First
2TATE COGE. |SOUNTY: CODE
Maryland 24 Cecil 015
[3.':.CLASSIF|CAT]DN i ? &5
. CATEGORY STATUS ACCESSIBLE
{Check One) ERERSIE Us TO THE PUELIC
[ District [ Building [] Public Public Acquisition: ] Occupied Yes:
@ Site ] Structure @ Private [J In Proces: [] Uncccupied i Rts"lcfej
[ Objeet (] Beth [] Beirg Considered [J Preservation work [ Unrestricred
in progress 0 No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

X Agricultural
[[] Commercisl
[[] Educetional

[C] Entertainment

{1 Government
[ Industrial
[ Military
3 Museum

O Park
[[] Privete Residence

ﬁ Religious

D Transportation
[[] Other (Specify)

[] Comments

[} Scientific

f4. OWNER OF PROPER™Y

JOWNER'S N AME:

The Catholic Diocese of Wilmington

STREET AND NUMBES.:

1925 Delawiare Avenue P. 0. Box 2030

CITY OR TOWHN:

Wilmington

STATE:

Del aware

I
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{5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

‘Bivis|

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Cecil County Courthouse
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|
11030

CITY OR TOWN:
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STATE

Maryland

: 24
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|6:. REPRESENTATION f¥ EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY:

1969

Historic American Buildings Survey

fi’ Federal [C] Stote

[0 County

[ Local

DEFPOSITORY FOR SUIVEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress

STREET AND NUMBE I4:
o
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ashington
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D.C.

CODE
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7. DESCRIPTION e CL-C0 and

{Check One)
CONDITION [} Excellens [,S_Q Good 3 : Fair {-..]_-D_"“i‘"“'ﬂd ] Ruins [C] Unexposed (_E-" éo p‘
(Check One) {Check One)
K] Alered part [} Unaltered ng -t [[] Moved | Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND DRIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPLARANCE

01d Bohemia consists of a late eighteenth century brick
church and an early nineteenth brick rectory connected by
a one story hyphen. On the far end of the rectory is a one
story kitchen wing, also built of brick. A brick path leads
from the road up to the church door. It is flanked by old _
boxwood which tower above one's head and nearest the church ¥
are two very large Irish yew bushes. Southeast of the church '
is the public graveyard. Behind the church is a small area
covered with magnificent boxwood indicating the resting
place of the early priests who administered 0ld Bohemia 3
and adjacent areas in Maryland, Delaware, and Pennsylvania. F

St. Francis Xavier Church consists of a four bay deep -j
by three bay wide brick structure with a three story brick
tower added on the southwest facade of the church subsequent

to its original building in 1792. The southwest and northwest v
sides of the building are laid in Flemish bond; the southeast m
is laid in Flemish and common bond and the southwest is -

stuccoed. There is a molded water table around the structure.
The windows have twenty over fifteen pane sash, with louvered -
shutters and a semicircular stationary louvered shutter z
obscuring the upper part of the sash. Tha arches above the W
windows are made of gauged brick. An area of brickwork . -
above the windows of the southeast side has been relaid.

In the center of the two long sides is a brick chimney built )

after the fire of 1912 which consumed all but the brick walls < d
of the church. The tower is laid in English bond and has ] ]
pilasters at the four corners, belt courses between the three — ;
stories, and a projected area in the center of the facade. — ]
The tower was erected during the period when Father George o #

Villiger, S. J., was superior from 1856-1878. The bell was
also installed during this period. The main entrance has 3
leaded fanlight, double doors and narrow paneled trim. On e :
the second story is an arched window with tablet beneath
bearing a guotation from Genesis. On the third story of the
facade is a half circle recess; on the twc sides are windows.
Atop the modillion cornice stands an octaconal belfry,
each side having a classically trimmed arch. A dentil cornice
separates the belfry from the steep roof uvpon which is a
COopper cross. .
The rectory is a five bay long, two-and-one-half story
brick building with a two bay long hyphen on one end and a
two bay long kitchen on the other. The entire structure is
laid in commcn bond without water table or belt course.
Above each of the windows and doors is a jack arch of regular
brick. The door to the rectory is in the center bay. The
cornice consists of three courses of corbelled brick. On
the first floor the windows have nine over six sash; those i
of the second story have six over six sash. There are two ;
dormers on the southwest _ i

L (See continuation sheet WO. 1)
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St. Francis Xavier Church and Rectory

7. DESCRIPTION, continued

side of the "A" roof and three on the opposite side, each
with six over six sash. A large stuccoed chimney rises
from each gable.

Beneath the "A" roof of the kitchen is the basement
entrance and frame entry to the kitchen. The window and door
frames appear to be of an earlier date, possibly reused
from the former building when the present rectory was built
in 1825. . At one time the kitchen was two stories as shown in
old pictures, and because of the presence of a door window
in the gable of the rectory. Likewise, the hyphen was also
two stories which is outlined in stucco on the opposite gable
of the rectory.

The interior of the church consists of a vestibule in
the tower, and a nave and sanctuary in the main body of the
church. Access to the balcony is gained from an open string
stair in the vestibule. Between ths vestibule and church
is a double door with a fanlight, the same size and shape as
the main entrance. The pew plan ccnsists of four tiers of

~open benches with three aisles. In the two side tiers, about
center is a section of brick floor and walls indicating the
position of former heating stoves. The benches are painted

white with natural wood trim. The floor is 3 inch wide
yellow pine. :

Turned posts flanking the center aisle suppprt the balcony
which occupies the rear bay of the structure. The balustrade
of the balcony consists of narrow keaded bgards typical of the
early twentieth century. At window sill level is a molded
chair rail which stops at the position of the former stoves.
In the south corner, beneath the belcony, is a plain wooden
confessional. ILocated one step hicher than the nave, and
separated by a bold balustrade, the sanctuary contains a
large tierad alter with pedimented Ionic baldachin. At the
level of thne cornice of the baldackin, the dentil cornice
continues around the base of the arched pressed tin ceiling
Iron tie rods were added for support prior to the fire of
1912 as shown in early pictures. The reconstructed interior
of 1912 was not, based upon either an academic study of its
original appearance or its appearance prior to the fire.

From old photos in the collection of the historical society.
the church apparently was remodeled late in the nineteenth
century. The architect for the reconstruction is not known.

° The sacristy is a small sguare rcom with ceiling following
the roof line. It has plaster walls, wood floors, and is
lighted by a window on each side. Access to the church, out-

side and the rectory is gained thrcugh paneled doors.

In the

(See continuation sheet No. 2) GPO 921.724
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